
 

 
 

 

 

 



Methodists (now Uniting Church) were the first to conduct any type 
of services in the Mersey district. Lay preachers ministered to early 
small settlements at Tarleton coal mines and at Cockers Creek, 
Spreyton in the 1850s and 1860s. The Methodists struggled for many 
years before they were able to obtain their own premises. 

The original Methodist church was built in Devonport (Formby) in 
1889 on the land where the hall complex is situated. All the current 
land was donated to the church by Basil Archer and Robert Stewart – 
in two stages. The present church building was opened on March 
12th 1932 and the previous church was then used as a Sunday 
School. The decision of the Methodist Trust to build a new church 
was not made in a hurry and the Minutes indicate that there was 
much robust debate over the matter. Thankfully for us they found a 
way to move forward. At the time, the church was seen as a major 
piece of architecture in Devonport and was built by Messrs Wilson & 
Bros Pty Ltd. The height of the walls is 16 feet, the centre ceiling is 
23ft, the four gables reach 36ft, the tower 47ft and the spire rises to a 
total of 66ft. The seats, pulpit and fittings are made from Tasmanian 
oak, and the floor has a fall of 12 inches to the front. 

All told, the cost of building the church was nearly £4,000. The 
stained glass windows cost 8 shillings and six pence per square foot 
and were made by Brookes Robinson, Melbourne from designs 
submitted by the Trustees of the church. In 1938, the Organ was 
purchased for £500, and installed by G Fincham and Sons, Melbourne. 
It included pipes from the old organ of St. Patrick’s Cathedral, 
Melbourne. In 1966, the organ was moved from its original central 
position (see front) to the current position on the eastern side of the 
church (see back) and was completely rebuilt by Laurie Pipe Organs, 
also from Melbourne at a cost of £8000. Another total rebuild was 
completed in 2000 costing $25,000 by Gibbs & Thompson, Hobart. 
Lodged behind the Foundation stone on the northern side of the 
church is a bottle containing the names of the Trustees, Stamps, copy 
of the Advocate, Spectator (Methodist magazine), coins and copy of 
original plans of the church. 

In 1958 the original church building was demolished (although much 
of the foundations remain under the hall to this day) and the present 
hall was erected in its place. 

From 1888 the Mersey Circuit consisted of Torquay (East 
Devonport), Formby (Devonport) and Wesley Vale – hence the names 
on the stained glass windows. The East Devonport window depicts 
‘Christ the Good Shepherd’, the Devonport window depicts ‘Christ 
Blessing the Children’ and Wesley Vale depicts  Holman Hunt’s 
famous picture ‘The Light of the World’. A number of configurations 
of Circuits and Parishes have evolved over the years, and as from 1st 
January 2018 Devonport is part of the Cradle Coast Uniting Church 
(along with Penguin, Burnie and Wynyard). 

The Trust Minutes reference various forms of fundraising for the new 
church, and extra items ie the bell tower  and the choir vestry which 
was not added until 1951. Whilst the Trust members were all men, 
the women were busy raising funds for mission and maintenance. 
Possibly the most memorable function was the Gala Fair in 1969 
which was the brainchild of Rev Ron Foulkes. He arranged for Steele 
Street from the church down the hill to Rooke St to be closed off.  Hay 
bales lined that part of Rooke St and a sheep race was held – with the 
State Premier taking part in the frivolities. This fair raised $4,500. 
 

Just after the opening of the new church in 1932 an article (provided 
by the Trustees) in the ‘The Advocate’ reads “The action of the 
Trustees of the Methodist Church in deciding to proceed with 
building at a time when the depression was so much in evidence was 
the subject of much favourable talk. In the first place, it was seen as a 
sign of healthy optimism of a bright faith in the future of the church, 
and in Devonport; and apart from that aspect the expenditure of over 
£3000 pounds meant employment for men who would have 
otherwise been idle”1. 
 

The Devonport congregation made the decision in January 2015 to 
sell the entire property. We remain thankful that over the years the 
congregation has been able to attend to necessary maintenance, but 
the cost of that prohibits the use of our resources for the wider 
mission of our church. How wonderful would it be if the community, 
the Uniting Church and our current members were able to move  
forward with the same ‘healthy optimism of a bright faith in the 
future of the church in Devonport’ as did our forebears. 
Compiled July 2018 from Minutes of Trustee meetings 1925 to 1935 and records in the Devonport 
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